
Minutes of the Suffield Permanent Building Commission 
Thursday, October 3, 2013 

PBC Members Present 

Joe Sangiovanni, Chairman 
Glenn Neilson, Vice Chairman 
Bill Gozzo 
Kevin Goff 
 
Absent PBC Members 
Cathie Ellithorpe 
 
Also Present  
John Cloonan – Director of Public Works 
Edward Arum – School System Consultant for Construction 
Larry Plano – Schools Facilities Director 
Charlie Alfano – Town Attorney 
Lester Smith – Suffield Observer reporter 
John Ireland – Silver Petrucelli  
Steve Smith – Silver Petrucelli 
Dino DeAngelo – Tecton Architects 
Marco Tomasini – Tecton Architects  
Angela Cahill – Fletcher Thompson 
 

Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 
Public Comment:  

  None 
 

Correspondence: 

 None 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes  

 Chairman Sangiovanni had a few changes to make on the August 22, 2013 PBC 
Meeting Minutes: 

o Under High School Fire Pump Project, fourth item down, change to “Mr. 
Jay Kurtz from Kohler Ronan prepared a schematic design.” 

o Under Invoices, the first bill approved from Silver Petrucelli for $900 was for 
the design of the Middle School Phase 4 and 5 roof replacement 

o Add “for design of renovations to the Kent Memorial Library” on Silver 
Petrucelli invoice 

 Mr. Neilson made a motion (seconded by Mr. Goff) to approve the PBC Meeting 
Minutes for August 22, 2013 with changes.  Approved unanimously. 

 Chairman Sangiovanni had a few changes to make on the September 5, 2013 PBC 
Meeting Minutes: 

o Under Town Hall Renovation Project, fourth item down, main AC unit – 
dedicated outside unit located in attic – multiple risers – not just AC unit. 

o On the third page, under the High School Agri-Science Large Animal 
Facility Project, the new director is for the Agri-Science Program 

o On the last page under Kent Memorial Library Renovation, the last item 
should state that there is a possible generous donor for the ADA accessible 
entrance. 

 Mr. Neilson made a motion (seconded by Mr. Goff) to approve the PBC Meeting 
Minutes for September 5, 2013 with changes.  Approved unanimously. 



 Chairman Sangiovanni will make the corrections and file with the Town Clerk 
 
Kent Memorial Library Renovation Project 

 Mr. John Ireland and Mr. Steve Smith from Silver Petrucelli handed out the rough draft of 
the Historic District Commission Report for this project.  (They will be meeting with the 
Historic District Commission on Monday.) 

 The report contains a description of the windows, the current details, some photos of 
case studies (the Apple Store), and the proposed details and system. 

 The recommendation is to use Setech’s VetraFin-G-Series. (page 8 of the report) 

 There was a discussion on the different options for the clarity of the glass. In the interest 
of providing the most energy efficient windows, the Commission agreed to select the 
Pilkington glass with a low-e coating (U factor of 0.28), and forego a slight decrease in 
optical transmission. 

 They recommend the elimination of the medallions. 

 The glass will be tempered and the interior laminated. 

 There are color options for th sealant for the seams of the glass of black, white, or silver. 

 Mr. Ireland has researched other manufacturers and is waiting to hear back from 
Pilkington on the clear glass. 

 Chairman Sangiovanni would like to go with the clearest glass there is and he would like 
to show that to the Historic District Commission. 

 There was a discussion about the granite design on the doors to the equipment room.  
Mr. Ireland suggested that the doors be put back, resting on the foundation with a clip on 
top to keep the granite in place. 

 Mr. Flanders will have to be asked about the louvered structure over the breezeway 
where the cooling towers and fan units are located.  Chairman Sangiovanni believes that 
the best plan would be to take it off and put it back, or at least something very close to 
what is there now. 

 The video that was taken of the ductwork showed that it is in pretty good shape.  There 
are no collapsed ducts, and there is no running or dripping water.  There is debris.  The 
next step is to sanitize and reuse those ducts. 

 Mr. Jim McShane, the Library Director, will be asked about the glass in his office and the 
glass case.  

 
Kent Memorial Library Entrance Project 

 The Library Commission has authorized Tecton to start with the construction document 
preparation; they are hoping to have the money next year. 

 Chairman Sangiovanni stated that he would like the air handlers in the ceiling with hot 
and cold coils; gas-fired hydronic heater in closet; a simple HVAC – easy to maintain 

 Mr. Tomasini and Mr. DeAngelo proposed a different system.  The height from floor to 
floor is very limited, so it was a challenge to find a system that could heat and cool the 
space differently within the building and that could provide ventilation that would meet the 
code. 

 They recommend the VRF Heat Pump System (Veritable Refrigerant) – condensing unit; 
mounted on the roof behind a parapet; can heat and cool simultaneously; a number of 
manufacturers make them. 

 There was a brief discussion about the parking spaces.  The Library Commission would 
like the parking lot as large as possible, 

 
Town Hall Renovation Project 

 Ms. Angela Cahill from Fletcher Thompson went over the plans. 

 There were code questions at the previous meeting that needed to be addressed, and 
Ms. Cahill stated that they will not be disturbing any of the current ratings.  They will keep 
them in tact. 

 They will avoid any penetration in the main hallway. 

 They will be rating the top of the main wall with two layers of sheetrock. 



 They will rate the underside of the stairs. 

 There will be some minor shifting on the upper level. 

 In the basement, the wall will be moved down, widening corridor #126. 

 There will be a middle level demo. 

 Ms. Cahill will contact Mr. Flanders early next week to go over some of the code 
questions. 

 Will there be a new door and frame on the front of Town Hall?  It is very old and needs to 
be replaced. 

 Ms. Cahill needs to give an updated budget to the PBC. 
 
High School Fire Pump Project 

 Chairman Sangiovanni had some additions for the RFP: 
o The schematic design from Jay Kurtz showing fire pump can be modified within 

the given space – should be the basis for the construction documents 
o Reuse as much as possible 
o Moisture resistance – lower level; concrete floor at the footing level; temporary, 

removable floor at the metal frame level 
o Incorporate Mr. Kapalczynski’s (Fire Pump Consultant’s) comments 

 Mr. Cloonan and Chairman Sangiovanni met with Ms. Sandy Rubino and Mr. Paul 
Haynes of Haynes Construction, and Mr. Haynes suggested the possibility of providing 
the bond if he gets the opportunity to work on the project again – give him a chance to bid 

 The RFP needs to be sent to Mr. Steve Kaplan (attorney) and the PBC needs to know 
from Mr. Kaplan if they can modify the pump without having paid the full amount for it. 

 
High School Agri-Science Large Animal Facility Project 

 Mr. Cloonan and Mr. Muska took the punch list for this project and went back to the 
building to document all of the defects.  They took photographs. 

 Silktown Roof will inspect the roof and tell Haynes Construction what needs to be done 
to correct it. 

 Mr. Cloonan received a quote for the Infrared testing/measurements. - $5,800. 

 Mr. Gozzo made a motion (seconded by Mr. Neilson) to authorize the infrared 
photography of the roof structure to determine whether or not the insulation has been 
compromised with water leaking in from the roof.  Approved unanimously. 

 Mr. Cloonan received a price of $4,000 from Cogswell Sprinklers for the fire connections.  
Chairman Sangiovanni thinks the PBC should wait until they own the building. 

 There was a discussion on several other things that are needed (HVAC, cover plate on 
open wire, gates and enclosures, sealing bricks, etc.) 

 Mr. Arum stated that the State takes 2-3 years to do an audit.  He suggested asking the 
Town to hire their accountant to do the audit (once the letter from the State is received) 
and then bill that against the grant.  

  
Middle School (Phase 4 and 5) Roof Projects 

 Mr. Cloonan will get the date of the approval of McAllister for Mr. Arum. 

 Mr. Neilson made a motion (seconded by Mr. Gozzo) to approve the plans with the 
modified pitch for the Middle School (Phase 4 and 5) Roof projects.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 

Invoices 

 Mr. Goff made a motion (seconded by Mr. Gozzo) to approve Capital Studio in the 
amount of $3,000 for the architect to modify the pitch on the print for Phase 4.  Approved 
unanimously. 

 Mr. Goff made a motion (seconded by Mr. Neilson) to approve invoice #13-1420 from 
Silver Petrucelli in the amount of $900 for the changes made to the prints updating the 
pitch on the Suffield Middle School roof (Phase 5).  Approved unanimously. 



 Mr. Goff made a motion (seconded by Mr. Gozzo) to approve invoice #13-580 from Silver 
Petrucelli in the amount of $330 for 100% completion of the construction documents for 
the Middle School roof.  Approved unanimously. 

 Mr. Goff made a motion (seconded by Mr. Neilson) to approve invoice #13-822 from 
Silver Petrucelli in the amount of $8, 350 for the schematic design on the Kent Memorial 
Library HVAC.  Approved unanimously. 

 Mr. Goff made a motion (seconded by Mr. Neilson) to approve invoice #13-1682 from 
Silver Petrucelli in the amount of $900 for the A+C Connection video inspection survey of 
the ductwork at the KML.  Approved unanimously. 

 Chairman Sangiovanni made a motion (seconded by Mr. Neilson) to approve $942.50 to 
P+J Sprinkler for serving as consultant on the RFP for the fire pump.  Approved 
unanimously. 

 Mr. Goff made a motion (seconded by Mr. Neilson) to approve $870 to P+J Sprinkler for 
work done from August 29, 2013 to September 24, 2013.  Approved unanimously. 
 

Other Business 

 None 
 

Schedule Next Meeting 

 The next meeting of the Suffield Permanent Building Commission will be on October 30, 
2013. 

 
Adjourn 

 There was a motion made and seconded to adjourn at 9:30 PM.   
 
Submitted by 
Kelly Hawkins 
 
Joseph J. Sangiovanni, Chairman 
 
_____________________________________________ 
Chairman Signature 

 

 

 

 

 


